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STEVENSON’S SPEECH.

The Vice President Talks on Dem-
Ocratic Achievements.

Conditlons That Confronted the Cleve-
land Adml.uiatntlon—!lenelin Ac~
© cruing from Demoecratic
Measures.

“FELLOW-CITIZENS: Inthe presidential con-
test .(.».' 189, the battle was fought and won by
:.hee;-:m-'x'ra:ic Parsy. almost upon the single
issue of tariff reform. Upon the fssue of re-
m_:ct.-d tarifl taxstion, upon the necessaries of
life. as sgainst high protectionism. Mr. Cleve-
land was elected and the democracy restored
'm power. For the first time within a third of
B century. the democratic party on March 4.
I8, controlled the presidency and both houses
Jof the congress. Under these conditions. the
country had much to expect of the grest his-
toric paATLY now restored to power. How has

Jhe purty kept fafth with the paople® What
steps hdve been taken along the pathway of
-larifl reform® Haa the democratic par:;'h::t
‘kept the word of promise to the ear and

broken it to thg hope;’ or has it made an earnest |

effort to make good every promise made in its
platform and upon the hustings® is is the
quesiion now submitted to the peaceful arbi-
trament of the bailot.

“(:ive me your attention. my fellow-citizens.,
snd I shall endeavor to show thit the demo-
cratle party has kept faith with those who in-
trusited it with power: that against monopo-
lies. fostered and strengthened by more than a
third of a century of republican legislation.

long strides have been tzken along the line of |

true tarifl reform.

It must not be forgotten that at the close of
President Cleveland's first term on the 4th of
March. I8%9, the republicans came into power
the Leueiiciarles of four years of wire and
economical administration of the government.

Business conditions were favorable. the coun- |

try was prosperous, and the annual revenues
were little less then one hundred milllon dol-
lars in excess of its expenditures. The ques-
tion. as you will remember. then was: ‘What
shall we do with the surplus® All this was
the resuit of the able und economical policy
and methods of President Cleveland and his

litical associates in cabinet and congress.

Four years later, when the republicans retired |

from place and power, they left no such vexa-
tious question as “What shall be done with the
surplus® to torment the incoming democratic
a2dministration. Had the republican adminis-
tion continued a month longer the necessity
for issulng bonds in erder to meet the current
expenses of the government would have been
imperative. There could have been no possi-
ble escape from it. As it was, the evil day
was only tided over by postponing the payment
of matured governmental obligations. The
present chairman of the committes of ways
and means of the house of representatives has
publicly made the statement that the last re-
publican secretary of the treasury stated to
that committee just prior to the elose of the
Harrison administration that additional in-
come of fifty million dollars a year was a
necessity.

I beg you te mark the contrast. The re-
publican party at the inauguration of Presi-
dent Harrlson was the helr to all that Cleve-
land and bhis party had achieved duripog four
years of successful administration. As I have
said. they found business conditions every-
where favorable, the treasury overflowing, the
country prosperous. Four years later. on the
4th of March, 1863, the republican administra-
tion retired from power, leaving & depleted
treasury, governmental obligations undis-
charged. and the country upom the verge of
bankruptey.

“The all-important question now arises,
what was the cause of this* Why surplus
revenues and business prosperity at the close
of the democratic administration. and a bank-
rupt treasury afd tbe country staggering upon
the verge of financial ruin four years later,
when the Harrison administration retired from
power® It was, my fellow citizens, the logical,
the inevitable result of the enactment of the
McKinley tariff law, a law that will take its
phace in history as the crowning act of ‘the bLil-
lion-dollar congress,” both branches of which,
as you know, were under gepublican control
The McKinley law increas®i tariff taxes upon
the necessaries of life toa point far beyond
the highest rate hitherto known to our his-
tory. In its effect upon forelgn importations,
1t was. in & large measure, & prohibitory tarif.
The intention of its authors was to give the
market to the home manufacturer and allow
him. at his own sweet will, to increase to the
consumer the cost of all the necessities of life.
How was this to be accomplished? Simply by
s0 increasing the tariff tax as in many in-
stances to absolutely prevent forelgn compe-
tition. But this was not all. The McKinley
law not only largely increased to the consumer
the cost of sll articles that enter into daily
consumption. L .t it deprived the government
of its accustowmed revenues—revenues abso-
lutely necessary to meet the dally and hourly
expenses of the government. The importa-
tions being cut off, of necessity the revenues
were cut off. Is it to be wondered, then, that
under the operation of the McKinley law. the
surplus left by the Cleveland administration
disappeared and a deficit threatened our na-
tional treasury® Thus, as you will see, the in-
evitable effect of the Mchinley law was, first,
10 increase to the purcaaser the cost of his
goods. and in the second place, to deprive the
government of revenues absolutely necessary
to meet its current expenses.

«Now, my fellow citizens, it is not diffcult
to understand why it was that the herlitage of
the second administration of President Cleve-
iand from its republican predecessor was a de-
pleted treasury. It must not be forgotien
that one provision of the McKinley law re-
quired the annual payment of a bounty to the
sugar planters for a long term of years. This
bounty exceeded In its asggregate for the last
fiscal year the enormous sum of twelve mililon
dollars. The enormity of this legislation I will
not now discuss. It has at the ballot box re-
ceived the unmistakable condemnation of the
American people.

-1 have now given in hurried review some-
tking of the conditions that confronted the in-
coming democratic sdministration on the 4th
of March. 1808, and of the ill-advised legislia-
tion that brought to thl:: sad condition the
treasury and country. You cannot have for-
gotten how earnestly President Cleveland and
his political associates addressed themselves
to the task of making good their promises to
reduce taxation, nor can you have forgotten
the unfortunate conditions prevailing at the
time this great work was inaugurated. Busi-
ness was paralyzed, the workshops were
closed. the great army of wage-earners in en-
forced Idleness and poverty snd want the com-
snon lot. Itis mo figure of speech to say that,
literally. men were ‘begging their I-Jrot.hers ef
the earth to give them leave to toll

«Rear in mind, that this was the actual con-
dition while the McKinley law was still in
force, and before an arm had been lifted by the
democratic congress to change the existing
jaw. These are Lthe stubborn facts with which
the republican leaders are now confronted
What is their answer® What explanation do
they give you as tothis terrible condition of
our business industries under the MoHKinley
}aw. their own darling enactment? They can-
pot deay the fact that these conditions sprang
jnto existence under the McKinley law, bui
ghey tell you they were the result of & want of
confidence felt by the country fu the demo-
<cratic party. As this has been the burden of
their complaint in the press azd upca the
stump, let it have careful examination ‘.Vh“
is their charge® That the financial depression
snder which the country was staggering when
the democracy camse into power, was caused
by ar apprehension—a fearful foreboding upon
the part of the American people—that Presi-
dent Cleveland and his party were incompetent
to administer the government, and that aill
budness wes to suter dersnecmont. U nos

the threatened

arr;l!,::nul::,l’:. 1 beg you to reflect upon this
assumption for one mement Who elected
Cleveland and solemaly declared that after
simost a lifetime of republican mi.;';“llt&-
al! branches . of the m-mnﬂ::m. K:

sgain pass under democratic control® Have
sou forgotten that the Ameriean people, by a
plurality f one hundred and thirty-two in the
electoral college, elected Clevelasnd over his

l

the higher the price charged the consumer. In
order to shield themselves from the responsi-
bility of the evils brought upon the country

by the enactment of the McKinley law. re- |

publican orators and papers declared these
evils the result, not of what the repub-
licans had dome. but of whag the democrats
might possibly do. In other words., in
order to escape condemnation for the evils
resulting from thelr own vicious legislation.
republicans are driven to the assumption that
the people shrank with horror from the con-
templated tariff reform for which they had so
earnestly
polls.
linagined® It is one thnt diseredits the intelli-
gence of the Amerlenn people Both
elections of 1590 and of 1892, the Melkin!
had been condemned. Inthe light of hist
facts. then. deesany sane man believe 1}
depleted treasery, and almost bankru
try. resulted fro:n a fear that a demoeratic
congress might do exastiy what it had been
ected to do—reform the tariff and lessen to
the people the cost of the necessa
No. vy fellow—itizens, T trust vou
decelsed. The enlorced idlensss
brought sorrow to so many hearts and h

stones was the direct result of what a repub- |

lican congress had doze,
was feared the incox 7Y .
might do. The people were neither tablen by
surprise nor alarmed by the bold declarstion
in President Cleveland's inaugural in favor of
reduced taxation. Tarlfl reform had been the
shibboieth during the campaigna As 1 have
sitld. both in the platform and in debate. it was
the battie cry of the supporters of Cleveland
and the demoeratle party. The people de-
manded a reform of the tariff, and the «

an

d not of

the house of representatives at the lote ses-
sion, but veoiced the will of the prople as de-
clared at the tballot box.

hold to a just accountability the republican

leaders who are solely responsible for the ver- |

rible condition from which the country 1s now
happily emerging.

“Bear In mind that from March 4, 1561, until
the Inuuguration of Cleveland on the 4th of

March, 1863, there was no single moment that |
the democratic party controlled the presldency |

and both houses of congress; BEVer i moiment

that it could place & singie law upon your stat- |

ute books. Forall of the
that period which lhas brought
financial disaster. monopoly, combinations
and ‘trusts.” the republican party is alone re-
sponsible. And yet by republican orators we
are condemned in one
done too much. and in the next that we have
not accomplished more. Is it not unresson-

lation during

avle to demand that a democratie congress in |

a single year repeal all of the ill-advised enact-

ments of a third of a century of republican |

domination®

“1 come now to consider the question as to !

how far the democratic party has redeemed its
promises—how well it has kept falth with the

people. It promised a reduction of the ex-
penditures of the government. This promise
has been made good by & reduction of th X-
penditures of twenty-clght millions of dollars
over those of the previous year, when the ex-

ecutive and the senate were republics
this connection. it must be remembe
that the sum appropriated by the present demn-

ocratic congress for pensi

1 also

exceedod by

twenty miilivus that appropriated for the same
purpo=e by the republican -billlon-dollar con-
Eress

“Have you for
sion of co
dent Cleve

in ruration. was consumed

in repealing the ~herman law, passed by a re- |

publican congress and approved by a repub-
lican president®* 7This fll-udvised enactment.

which. In a3 lurge measure, destroved silver |

money ns i part of our circulating medivm, re-
quired the annual purchase of ffty-four mill-
ion cunees of silver bullion. and this at an an-

nunl cost of little less than fifty million dol- |

lars, and the bullion thus purchased was., as
you know. heaped up as so much merchandise
in the vauits of the treasury. The great re-
publican leader. Senator Sherman., the author
of the blll. voted for the repeal of the purchas-
Ing clause Indicated, candidly confessing that
the law had not met the expectations of those
who enacted it, amd that its longer continuance
upon the statute books would prove disastrous
to the country Thus vou will st0
that the democratic admiaistration oasnd
congress, at the outset, were confronted with
the necessity of repealing lezislation which,
by the confession of republican leaders, huad
only brought financial disaster.

“What further has the democratic congress
accomplished® By {ts platform and the utter-
ances of its candidates, the democratic party
stood pledged to the repeal of the odlous fed-
eral election laws These laws, placed upon
our statute books when the republican party
was in the hevday of power. provided for the
interposition of armed deputy United States
marshals at the polls. It would be difficult to
conceive of legislution more hostlle to the
spirit of our free Institutions or more de-
structive of the rights of the elector. For
years they had stood a constant menace to the
freedom of the ballot-box. By the act of the
democratic congress, approved by a demo-
cratic president. these enuctments, like repub-
lican force bills and the o¢ld federal alien und
sedition laws, have become things of the past.
It will excite the wonder of those who come
after us how laws, so hateful and tyrannical,
could ever have received the approval of the
American congress.

“The democratle congress has increased the
tax from mninety cents to one dollar and ten
cents per gallon on distilled spirits. This will
increase government revenues annually
twenty millions of dollars. Do you in the in-
terest of the whisky trust desire this luw re-
pealed? The democratic congress has placed
s tax on playing cards, which as you
know, were untaxed u nder the McKinley law.
This will bring to the treasury three million
dollars per annum. Do you wish this provision
of the new law repealed. and the old law re-
stored® If =o, your pathway of duty is clear.
Vote to return to congress the republican law-
makers who opposed the tariff upon playlong-
cards and the increased tax upon whisky.

“But again. what hes this democratic con-
gress accompiished® You will bear in mind
that the “billlon-dollar congress’ controlled by
the republicans created more than twelve
hundred new federal offices at a total annual
cost to the people of more than two million
dollars. The present democratie congress, by
a series of wise and well-considered enacs-
ments, greatly simplified and improved ad-
ministrative methods in the several depart-
ments of the government by means of which
more than six bundred useless federal offices
have been abolished and governmental ex-
penses thereby lessened annunlly to the ex-
tent of near one million dollars.

*One section of the democratic tariff bill just
enacted provides for the payment of an income
tax. Individual incomes.of less than four thou-
sand dollars are wholly exempt from this tax.
Savings banks and building and loan associa-
tlons are exempt from this tax. This wise ex-
emption is in the interest of small investors
and depositors. Upon other corporations and
upon individual incomesexceeding that amount
a tax of two per cent is Lo be collected. Asthis
feature of the bill has encountered flerce hostil-
ity both from republican legislators and press.
it is well to give it consideration. Two ques-
tions at once arise: Is this a just enactment?
Was it npecessary' Its enactment became a
necessity because of the bankrupt condition
in which the passage of the McKinley law and
the extravagance of the republican congress
bad plunged the country. Iis enactment was
the logical result of the vicious republican leg-
islation that bad brought a deficit instead of
& surplus to the treasury.

“The duty of the democratic econgress when
it came into power, to provide the necessary
revenues with which to meet the current ex-
penses of the government, was imperative.
How could this be dene® Either by continuing
or poasibly increasing to the people the cost of
the necessaries of life by tariff taxation. or by
imposing a moderate tax upon the earnings of
the wealth of the country. The democratic
party was solemnly pledged to the reduction
of taxation upon the necessities of life. This
pledge could be made good, and sufficient gov-
ernmental revenues at the same time secured,
only by the imposition of the tax [ have in-
dicated. Just in proportion as the burdens of
taxation were removed from the shoulders of
the poor, they were to rest upon those more
able to bear them. A democratic congress re-
moved the tax whoily from sait, frem lumber,
from binding twine, from agricultural imuvle-
ments, and greatly reduced the tax upon cot-
ton and woolen goods. and other articles of
dally use. How was this to be made good to
the treasury® A democrasgic congress thought
it wise to do so by a tax upon annual incomes
exceeding four thousand dollars. This enact-
ment was to remain in force oaly for the period
of five years.

“I submit to you now the question, do you
desire the immediate repeal of this law® Did
republican senators and members represent
your interests when they voted against this
law® You must bear in miand that the aggre-
gate wealth of this country exceeds the enor-
mous sum of sixty-five biillon dollars. The
question I ask you now is. whether it is not
just that & portion of the revenues necessary
to meet the expenses of the government should
be collected from the earnings of the vast sum
1 have meationed? In other words, shall gov-
eromental expenditures be me: in psri by &

and emphatically deeclared at the |
Can a more monstrous assumpiion he |

teciar- |
ation by the president. and the bill passed by |

Again, my country- |
men. I beg of you not to be deceived, but to |

in its train |

hreath that we have |
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ed soun er Presi- |
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| tax upon the earnings of wealth or shall it all
| spring from taxes imposed upon consumption?
| Tt is said this tax is odious—inquisitorial. AL
taxes are more or less odious and inquisi-
| torial. Public necessity is the only justifica-
tion for any form of taxation. It has becn
| truly said: “The necessities of govern-
ment are the beginning and ending of just
taxation® Huot you have been told that
| this tax cannot te collected. This state-
ment rests upon the assumption that men of
| wealth, the factors in the great marts, are dis-
{ honest It assumes that men of affairs will
| risk the pains and penalties of perjury. rather
! than disclose to the proper officer thelr annual
| income. This assumption is not cnly an in-
sult to American manhood. but s disproved
by the facts of history. During the pe-iod of
clght vears extending from 1832 to 1570. the
! revenues derived from incomes alone fell but o
» short of three hundred and fifty million
r<« I repeat the inquiry. 13 it not just
a1t some portion of the burdens of taxation
should rest upon the accumulations of wealth,
and not wholly upon the articles of daily neces-
Sity to hmemos avicdaneer Tne expenditures of
the national government are necessarily great,
and annually inereasicg with the growth of the
country. The income tax is one of the meth-
ods devised by a democeratie congress to meet
the imperative necessities of government. Do
vou desire its immediate repeal? If so, elect 4
repubiican congress, repeal the income tax,
and thereby wdd thirty million doliars of an~
nual taxation upon the articles of daily con-
sumption

1 now ask vour attention to a consideration
of other sections of the tariff bill which has
passed Loth the house and the senate and is
now the law of the lund. 1 state to you, in all
candor. thut it is not all that I desired. There
never was a moment that 1 would not gladly
huve given the casting vote in the senate in
favor of the tariff inll as it passed the house of
representatives. From the beginning 1 have
| been a firm believer In the doctrine of free
raw material. But it mus. not be forgotien
| that while the house of representatives con-
tuined a democratie majority of near one bun-
| dred. our majority was but one In the senate
In faet. with every stute fully represented in
that body. there would probably have been no
demoeriatic majority at all The senate con-
tained but forty-four democrats. and with the
republican senators voting solidly against the
bill at every stage, it can easily be seen that
in a body so nearly balanced tariff reform had
no exsy battle to fight At one critical mo-
ment of the struggle the bill was only saved by
the casting vote of the presiding oflcer of the
senuse. 1 hove thus gone somewhat into de-
tafls in order that vou may reallze something
of the difficulties under which the present law
was epacted. Reculling as 1 do the hos-
tility of republican senators to the tari®?
bill from the moment it crossed the
| threshold of that chumber. I can only
wonder that it ever became a law, Firmly be-
lieving, as 1 do. that benetleial results must
follow its passage, I rejolee with you in its tri-
umph, and thut the Mekinley law is no longer
| upon our statute books. In determining the
merits of the present tari? law comparison
should be maode. not with an iden! tariff bill,
but with existing Inw—the McKinley law then
in force, What then are some of the contrasts
between the law just e and the McKin-
iey law which {t has disg * Let mestate o
few of them: The MeKinley law gave to the
sugar planters a bhounty of two cents per pound
upon thelr product. his was to extend for
u period of tifteen y s from the passape of
i the bill. It was paid out of the treasury of the
United States, and amounted during the last
Fear 1o the enormous sum of twelve milllons
of dollars, The tarif bill just passed by a
democratic ongress repealed this sugur boun-
| ty. and removed from the statute books this
odious class legisiation. It wis enacted by o
republican congress, and every republican
senator and representative voted apainst the
| bill providing for its repeal. I submit to you
now the guestion. are you in favor of the re=
enactment of this bounty” Is it your desire
that It sgain tind its place upon the statute
book®* If so, vote to return to the pational
congress the republican leaders who strug-
gled so earnestly against its repeal You
have seen o the papers in the past
few days uan account of o convention of
sugar planters in Louis.anpa, in which they re-
solved to abandon their former political asso-
clates, and henceforth to support the republic-
an party. Why? Simply for the reasson that
the republican lawmakers fuvored the sugzar
bouuty which & democratic congress has swept
from tLe statute books. If the new tari® law
had no other merit, this provision alone would
entitle it to your warmest commendation.

“But this 1s but the beginoing. By the new
tarif law more than one hundred articles,
| highly taxed under the McKinley law. are
| pluced upon the free list. 1 will detain you to
{ enumerate but a few of them. The tariff tax
! is now wholly removed from lumber, from salt,

e

from binding twine, from chemicals, vils and
paints. Under the MeKiniey law the tarift
tax on coal was seventy-tive cents per ton: the
new law has reduced the tax to forty cents per
ton. Upon iron ore the reduction is the same
While I earnestly desired the entire abolition
of tariff taxes upon these necessary articles,
yet itis a matter of congratulation that we
have been enabled to thus reduce the tariff al-
most one-half. This is & long stride in the
right direction, and It must not be forgotten
that bills passed the house of representatives
just before the adjournment of the late session
of congress plucing iron ore and coal upon the
free list.

I will not weary you with further discus-
sion of the details of this billl. I cannot for-
bear, however, calling the attention of the
farmers of Illinois to the fact that agricultural
implements are now upon the free list. After
a bitter struggle the tariff taxes have been
removed and forty millions of dollars saved
annually to the American farmers by this pro-
vision of the new tariff law alone. Is it your
wish that the tariff taxes of the McKinley
law be again placed upon agricultural imple-
ments and binding twine? Is this what the
furmers of I[llinois desire® If so. you have but
to elect a republican congress and your wishes
will be gratitied.

“Now, fellow-c itizens. you have before you
something of what a democratic congress has
accomplished—something of the manner in
which it has kept faith with the people. Tar-
iff reform has uchieved no easy victory. Since
the repeal of the corn laws of Enpgland. by
which the people were permitted to eat un-
taxed bread. the world has witnessed no such
parlinmentary struggle against monopoly and
privilege. It is your battle that has been
fought, and you are the beneficiaries of the
victory which has been achieved. It bas liter-
ally been a struggle of the people against the
moncpoly and greed fostered and made power-
ful by more than thirty yvears of republican
legislation. The combinations and ‘trusts,’
now the curse of our people, have only been
made possible by the high protective tariffs
which have enriched the few at the expense of
the many. Under and solely because of high
protection. colossal fortunes have accumulated
which are & menace to our free institutions.
The men who control the ‘trusts’ and unlawful
combinations against trade have been from
the beginning the beneficlaries of high tarif—
the determined advocates of the McKinley
law. The time had come, and fully come,when
such legis lation should cease. The pecple so
decreed. By the popular edict, the republican
party—under whose evil auspices had sprung
class legislation and the trusts and conspiracies
which logically follow high protection—passed
from power. It was not to be expected that
the individual recipients of the benefits of pro-
tection would sit idiy by when the attempt was
being made to reduce the tariff, and lessen the
burdens of taxation. The struggle was long
and doubtful It was literally organized priv-
{lege, monopoly and greed upcen the one side
and the unorganized people upon the other. I,
repeat, that with the single exception I have
mentioned, 1 more desperate parllamentary
struggle has never been known to our English-
spea king people.

“The new tarill law is now upon the statute
book. He who runs may read, that business
conditions are even now more favorable: the
fires have been lighted in our workshops: the
wage-earner is no longer in enforced idleness,
and light is breaking upon our commercial
pathway. Under the beneficent operations of
low tariff. the evils fostered by McKinleyism
will disappear,and cur country enter upon &
career of unexampled prosperity. The prac-
tical question for your determination is, shall
this law be administered by its enemies or by
its friends* If you beliove that for the first
time in a third of a century you have been
taken into the account in the preparation of a
tariff bill. and that your interests lie along the
plane of the low taxation I have indicated. then
I need hardly remind you of the imperative
necessity of holding up the arms and strength-

out this gresat reform. History will but repeat
itseif, and the prosperity that followed the
passage of the Walker tariff—the low tarifl of
1846—will as surely follow that which has just
been enacted. ™

MaINE is justly proud of the fact
that only a native can pronounce the
names of her lakes trippingly on the
tongue, but the names of Maine are
easy beside these and others from the
ﬁai:;dhb:: pr:ﬂ[:e: of Ontario: Lake

uabenish, e Kashagawi
and Lake Knhwumbejewaznmo::w

ening the hands of those who have wrought,

THE SCREECH OWL.

Mice Form a Large Portion of the Food
of This Bird.

The sereech owl belongs to a group
of birds that are readily distinguished
from all other eclasses. Like most
other families of the amimal kingdom,
some birds of one family usuaily grad-
uate into their allies in another with-
out any radical change in their ex-
ternal characteristics; hence, to a
novice, it is often a difficult task to
mention the order or family to which
2 given bird belongs. Not so with the
owls. Their peculiar conformation
males most representatives of their
order unmistakably owls in the eyesof
the most casual observer.

From time immemorial there has
been in the minds of the ignorant a
guperstitiou® dread associated with
the owl. It noiseless flitting by night,
often in the most unexpected places,
suddenly appearing and disappearing,
have long g.ven it a place in popular
writings with the spirits of those who
have shaken off this mortal coil. In
addition to the halo of superstition
that surrounds this bird, its reputa-
tion as a chicken thief condemns all
owls as public enemies, and conse-
guently most farmers lose no time in
destroving every kind of owl that ap-
proaches the dwelling.

The subject of this sketch is among
the best known of the owl family.
Ever in search of mice and other wver-
min around the barns and garden, it is
often met with and too frequently
killed. The screech owl has long
been famous for its sad, tremu-
lous notes which often resemble the
cooing of a dove, but are rendered
more melancholy by their ntterance in
the dead of might. From its low,
mournful notes. as wellas itssluggish,
sleepy appearance in daylight, one
would expect this species to be an
easy-going., inactive bird. However,
such is not the case, for immediately
after darkness conceals its movements
the sercech owl becomes one of the
most active of birds, darting here and
there with the energy characteristic
»f a sparrow hawk. A bird thus
squipped, with a keen eye and active,
mufiled wings, its power for good
around its much favored haunt—the
farmyard—is almost incaleulable.

All kinds of small animals fall an
easy prey to this active little owl. It
is especially fond of mice, which form
a large portion of its food. Many in-
jurious insects, as well as some small
birds, are destroyed. The dissection
of the stomachs of hundreds of these
owls taken under all possible circum-
stances goes to show that the sereech
owl is highly beneficial. In the
months of May and June when its
hungry owlets must be generously
fed, it is less particular what food is
procured, and young birds of all the
smaller kinds are subject to its at-
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THE SCREECH OWL.

tack. Dut here again the owl's fond-
ness for the haunts of man has
turned its bird-catching propensities
to a useful purpose, and while in
search of its mouse diet around barns,
far more English sparrows are discov-
sred than native birds that mainly
seek safety in the protecting branches
of dense trees.

The screech owl mnests in hollow
trees, where it is often compelled to
spend most of its time during the day.
When once spied by any common bird,
an alarm is given that brings all the
small birds in the neighborhood to
the spot. Thus surrounded by a large
hostile force, it finds no peace until
safely lodged in some hollow tree.

A description of the bird is almost
unnecessary, as it is familiar to all
There are two distinet varieties—one
eravish, the other bright rufous. The
diffecrence in color is what is termed
individual variation, the color having
to do with the sex or age of the indi-
vidual. Thelength of this bird usually
varies from eight to ten inches, while
its breadth (spread) is about twenty-
two. The screech owl is to be met with
in all parts of the United States and
north into Canada. It is non-migra-
tory in its habits, depending on a very
small quantity of food to stem it over
severe winter weather. It has often
been known on warm winter nights to
store sufficient food for several suc-
ceeding days.—Charles B. Cook, in
Country Gentleman.

How to Test Your Cows.

The present cheap, rapid and easy
method of testing cows leaves no ex-
cuse for every dairyman not knowing
the quality of milk of each one of his
cows. If two tests are made of a
mixed sample of four days’ milk, one
being taken six weeks after the cow
calves, and the othersix months after
calving, the average of these two tests
will ‘agree almost exactly with the
quality of the milk given during the
entire milking period. There seldom
is a difference of as much as a guarter
of one per cent. of fat. If it is desired
to know from tests nearer together
what quality of milk a cow gives, very
accurate results will be obtained by
making two tests fifteen days apart,
four montns after the cow calved, eu_:h
test being on a mixed sample of four
days’ milk. The average of these tests,
with omne-eighth of omne per cent
added, is surprisingly near the truth

| for the average quality of the year’a

milk.—Vermont Experiment Station
Report.

The Buttermlilk Fiavor.
Making butter with a3 buttermilk
flavor can in a majority of cases be
easily stopped by washing the butter
while in small grains in the churn.
The work is easier done then than af
any other time.

A Dairy Convenlence.

A paddle long enough to stir the
cream in the cans will be found very
convenient. Have it square across the
bottom with a handle long enough so
that you can stir the cream fromothe
bottom.

Poor Girl

“T have almost made up my mind to
break the engagement,” said the young
woman with the copper-colored hair.

“Why s0?" emphatically asked the
woinan who had been married twice.

“I'm afraid we ean never be happy
together. Fido and he are madly jeal-
ous of each other.already.”—Indianap-
olis Journal.

Force of Habit.

Mrs. Bowker—Don't von think it is
very strange that Mrs. Stivetts hasn’t
returned my call yet?

Mr. B.—XNot at all; it is merely the
result of force of habit.

“How's that?”

**She was a telephone girl before her
marriage.”—Answers.

The Last Trump.

Life Insurance Agent (after having
exhausted all his eloquence)—If all
that [ have said does not convinee you
I would insure my life merely to fool
my heirs.

“YWhat do yon mean?”

‘“Because theyll never get any money
out of our company."—Fliegende
Blaetter.

Easy Tor Him.

Superintendent—Do yomn think you
could fill the position of timekeeper in
our boiler factory? The noise is very
trying for one not used to it.

Applicant (contemptuously)—Humph!
I used to be the janitor of a public
school.—Pueck.

A Chicago Record.

Willie—Papa, what are those nine
teen huge volumes in the library—an
encyclopedia?

Papa—XNo, myson. That's the family
Bible. One is the Bible and the other
eighteen our marriage and divorce rec-
ord.—N. Y. World.

The Fiend Next Door.
Each moraning, evening and roon,
He's played for many moons:;
And though he's always out of tune,
He's never out of tunes.
—Puck.

TIIEY WOULD WAIT.

Young Sportsman {at Moosehead)—
Sh! There's two caribon, and I'mallin
a tremble with game fever.

Guide—Take your time; here comes
the farmer. DBetter wait till he gets
thropgh milking them.—Judge.

Paradox.
Bolker (meditatively)—My experience
has taught me one curious thing.
Blobbs—Iias, ¢h? What is it?
Bolker—That the closer a man is the
harder it is to touch him.—DBuiffala
Courier

THE MAHKKETS.

NEW YORK, Oct. 15, 1824,
CATTLE—Native Steers......842 @ 525
COTTON—Middling.... ....... 6 @ 6%

FLOUR—Winter Wheut....... 285 @ 300
WHEAT—No. 2 Red..... ..... 5% @ 57
CORN—No.2 .. ...... i Al - 5K@ 56
OATS—NO. 2. e annens 3@ 31¥

PORK—NewMeSsS...........00. 1450 @ 15 50
ST. LOUIS.

COTTON—Middling......... 54@ 5%
BEEVES—Shipping Steers 560 @ 600
Medium ...... 445 @ 550
HOGS—Fairto Select. . 47 @ 5 40
SHEEP—Fairto Choice 225 g 2 90
FLOUR—Patents........... .. 240 2 55
Fancy to Extrado.. 200 @ 220
WHEAT—No.2 Red Winter.,. 48 4844
CORN—No. 2 Mixed...... ..... 484 5L
OATS—NC. 2..ceu.orvnsnsceaeee  28% 20%
RYE—NO.2 ..o ocisian 50 b3
TOBACCO—LUugs..........c0... 400 12 00
Leaf Burley...... . 800 18 00
HAY—Clear Timothy.......... 830 @ 11 50
BUTTER—Choice Dairy....... 17 2
:’b;u?—g‘mg S vsaeies et e g 3;5'
—Standard Mess (new).. 13 &24@ 13 7
BACON—ClearRib.. ........ : ia  weae g . 1
LARD—Prime Steam.......... .... @ %
CHICAGO
CATTLE—Shipping .......... 450 @ 615
HOGS—Fairto Cholce ....... 495 g 5 65
SHEEP—FairtoCholce. ...... 250 32
F wua—\:inir.erg:muu gg @ §$
Spring Patents...... @
WHEA‘I‘-F).F:).S Spring ... 5 @ 56
No.2 Red..... 51 52
CORN—No.2...... s % 493
OATS—No.2...... i 28
PORK—Mess (ne 12 95 g 13 12%
KANSAS CITY.
CATTLE—Shipping Steers.... 350 @ 510
HOGS—AllGrades. ... ........ 480 5 80
WHEAT—No.2 Red.... ....... .... % 48
OATS—NO 8 ... o ZByu@ 9%
CORN—NO 2..i0.cvvine connenn e @ 47
NEW ORLEANS.
FLOUR—HIighGrade .... .... 280 @ 2RO
CORN—No. 2......... 66%@ 67
OATS—Western, . 8@ 377
HAY —Choice. . ... 15 00 & 156 00
PORK—New Mess. eee @ 13 57%
BACON—SIdes ... .. @ Bl
COTTON—Middling. %@ 514
LOoU
WHEAT—No.2 Red.... .. ... 504@ 51
CORN—No 2 Mixed........ 53y@ 5y

OATS—No.2 Mixed (New).... 33 3iig
PORK—New Mess........ .... 1325 137
BACON—Clear Rib.....cevauaes 8% e
COTTON—MIAAUNE vvreres e weee @ 6

ASSIST NATURE
a little now and then
in removing offend-
ing matter from the
stomach and bowels
and you thereby
avoid a multitude
of distressing de-
rangements and dis-
eases, and will have
less frequent mneed
of wyour doctor’s
service.

Of all known
agents for this pur-

: r. Piercé's
glemnt Pellets are
the best. Omnce
used, they are al=
ways in favor.
Their secondary ef-
fect is to keep the
bowels open and
regular, not to fur-
ther constipate, as
is the case with
other pills. Hence, their great popularity
with sufferers from habitual constipation
piles and their attendant discomfort and
manifold derangements. The * Pellets’
are purely vegetable and perfuctly harmless
in any condition of the system. No care is
required while using them: they do mot
intesfere with the diet. habits or occupa-
tion, and produce no pain, griping or shock
to the s m. They act in a mild, easy and
natural way and there is no reaction after-
ward. Their help lasis.

The Pellets cure biliousness. sick and
bilious headache. di.t:in:;s,lcmi;renﬂsﬁ or
constipation, sour stomach, loss of a: t
l:u'n.trdp‘:oﬂgqe. indigestion, or dy s s oy
windy belchings, *heartbumn.”” pain an
distress after eating, end kindred derange- |
ments of the liver. stomach aud bowels, !
In proof of their superior excellence, it can
be truthfully said. that they are alwa
adopted as a hounsehold remedy after u{:
first trial. Put up in sealed. glass vials,
therefore always fresh and reliable.
little * Pellet” is a laxative. two are mildy
cathartic. As a “'dinner pill.,”” to promote
digestion. or to relieve distress from over-
eating, take one after dinmer. They mie
tiny. sugar-coated granules; any child will
readily take them. :

A no substitute that may be recom-
mended to be “just as good.”” It be
oeiler for the dealer, because of paying him

a better t, but &e is not the one who

meeds help, .

ABSOLUTELY
¥ PURE.

The most Careful Housewife

will use

! ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO., 108 WALL ST., NEW-YORK.
i

L .

Officially reported,

cultural Department,

other Baking Pow-
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after elaborate com-
petitive tests made
under authority of
Congress by the
Chief Chemist of the
United States Agri-

Superior to all

ders in Leaven-
ing Strength.

no other.

T - e’ e ™

—Grand Rapids, Mich.. has grown in
fifty years from a hamlet to a city of
80,000 inhabitants. Of forty-two cities
having a pepulation of more than 50,000
and owning their water works, Grand
Rapids has the smallest public debt,
and the smallest per capita. The city
has a public library of more than 38,000
volumes. The city has 14 fire com-
panies, 37 public school houses, with
nearly 14,000 pupils and 326 teachers;
89 churches, & large clubs, one of them
expending $55.000 per year; 3 theaters
and 5 public parks.

—Funeral feasts were formerly uni-
versal in England. When the fourth
earl of Berkeley died unexpectedly,
June &, 1368, there ‘t'- nothing ready
for the feast. and the interment was
postponed until a hundred geese could
be fattened. The process required over
three weeks, and by the accounts of
the estate it appeared that the steward
used two hundred bushels of beans in
getting the geese ready for slaughter.

The Oldest System of Telegraphy
Is that established between the brain and
the nerves, which transmit instantaneously
to the great organ of sensation and thought
every shock they experience. These e
shocks are very vivid, painful and disturb-
ing when the nerves are weak. Hostetter's
Stomach Bitters strengthens, soothes
renders the nerves tranquil. It induces
sleep, sound digestionand appetite, and con-
quers biliousness, malaria, rheumatism and
kidney trouble.

“Now I know why tne milk we get here
is so weak,” said the agricultural editor to
the farmer with whom he was boarding;
“] just this minutesaw you give those cows
water to drink.”—Philadelphia Record.

EvERY voung man should be taught that
he cannot win hisspurs in a game of poker.
—QGalveston News.

Dox'r Neglecta Cough. Take SBome Hale’s
Honey of Horehound and Tar instanter.
Pike's Toothache Drops Cure in one minute.

BECAUSE a man is industrious isno reason
why we should choose him for an associate.
Much as we admire the industry of n'::e we
ntance.—

do not care to cultivate his acquai
Young Men's Era.

“Tars,” said the bachelor as he paid for
sewing on a button, *is what is meant by a

single tax.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

“GARLAND” Stoves and
higherin pricethan the worthless
Ask to see them.

are no
itations.

It is a pity that mir:lrx is not as contagious
as misery.—Milwaukee Journal.

Hall's c;;rrh Cure
Is taken internally. Price T5¢c.

No AaMoUST of cultivation can make a this-
tle bear fruit.—Ram’s Horn.

—It has been found that pigeons
bred in a long, low barn fetch a higher
price for shooting matches. The birds
from early habit, learned in their nest-
ing places, when loosed from the trap
start immediately onalong, low flight,
instead of wheeling in air, as some pig-
eons do. The habit makes them more
difficult to hit than other birds and en-
hances their value.

—Before the middle of the present
century several of the churchyards in
the poorer districtsof London had been
raised from two to four feet by the
rumber of interments, and had become
a source of constant danger to the
health of the neighborhood.

|

Brings comfort and improvement and
tonds to personal enjoyment when
rightly ‘mga The many, who live bet-
}er than othglnand %njoy life more, wpgh
eas expenditure, by more promptly
nd:pti:pe the world’s best products to
the of physical being, will attest
the value to health of the pure liquid
laxative principles embraced in the

remedy, S of Figs.

Itae’ioelemap is due tc s presenting
in the form moet acce and
ant to the taste, the ly

tive ; effectually cleansing the system
dispelling col headaches and fevers

n cnnng eomﬂ‘plﬁon.
;tha iven sa ot millions and

If It’s 2 Sprain, Strain, or Bruise

St. Jacobs 0il

Will Cure It

ADVICE
USE

ano SAVE

THE POT INSULTED THE KETTLE BECAUSE
THE COOK HAD NOT USED

SAPOLIO

GOOD COOKING DEMANDS CLEANLINESS, ‘
SAPOLIO SHOULD BE USEeD IN EVERY KITCHEN.,




